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Taking the Middle Out of Middleman:
Askinosie Chocolate Connects the Lives of Farmers and Chocolate-Lovers

Springfield, MO, January 16, 2008N Shawn Askinosie is changing history in the most
direct way possible-by changing the lives of individuals, all while perfecting his craft of
making good chocolate. Shawn returned on Sunday from a trip to the Soconusco region
of Mexico where he shared his profits with the 19 farmers from whom he originally
purchased his cocoa beans. "Shawn is the first chocolate maker | know of in the past 20
years who has actually followed through on such a personal commitment he made to
the farmers who supply his beans," states Clay Gordon, editor and publisher of Discover
Chocolate, in response to Shawn!s recent trips to Ecuador and Mexico to profit share
with farmers. His dedication to the farmers in Soconusco was fulfilled last Wednesday
when Shawn shook hands with each of them and handed them a share of his success.

Shawn!s relationship with Soconusco began when he purchased and exported beans
from this region to his factory. He reintroduced the world to chocolate from this
remarkable area in Mexico. Gn his effort to restore the once glorified Soconusco bean,
Askinosie is the first in the world outside of Mexico in over 100 years to make chocolate
from this historic region,Ocomments Dr. Janine Gasco, Anthropologist and recognized
expert and author on Mesoamerican culture, in an earlier statement.

The story continued last week when Shawn shared net 10% of the profits he made from
the farmers! crop. @y working directly with the farmers | am able to more closely
connect the farmers who make this possible with the people who love the chocolate,
ultimately making a positive impact on everyone involved,Ostates Shawn. Neighboring
farmers who were not a part of the original farmer group asked if they could participate
and work with Askinosie Chocolate. This response is the exact reaction expected from
Stake in the Outcome? - that farmers will see the benefit of providing a better crop to
Askinosie Chocolate, and will in turn be willing to work for the financial reward. Shawn!s
commitment to farmers is to share profits with them on each crop purchased. He hopes
to see the influence of this commitment in his future bean purchases, ultimately lending
to higher quality chocolate for the customer and better lives for the farmers.
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Askinosie Chocolate is a small batch, bean-to-bar chocolate manufacturer located in
Springfield, Missouri, sourcing 100% of their beans directly from the farmers. Shawn
Askinosie, Founder & Chocolate Maker, shifted his focus after 19 years as a criminal
defense lawyer. In search of re-wirement outside the courtroom, Shawn began baking.
His obsession with cupcakes turned into a passion for making chocolate from scratch.
Now Shawn travels to regions of Mexico and Ecuador to work directly with the farmers
and source cocoa beans for his chocolate. This allows the chocolate to be traced to the
source and labeled Authentic Single Origin Chocolate. It also enables Shawn to profit
share with the farmers, giving them a Stake In the Outcome?.



